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MANIFESTA 9 OPENS IN WATERSCHEI, GENK, BELGIUM  
 

 

 
Manifesta, the European Biennial of Contemporary Art, is the only nomadic 
contemporary art biennial, showcasing work by artists and curators from Europe 
and beyond. Manifesta changes its location every two years in response to a variety 
of social, political and geographical considerations. Since 1996, it has been held in 
Rotterdam, Luxembourg, Ljubljana, Frankfurt, Donostia-San Sebastián, Nicosia 
(cancelled), Trentino-Alto Adige and the Region of Murcia. 
 
Manifesta 9 is open in Belgium from June 2 - September 30, 2012 and will 
take place in the former coalmining complex of Waterschei in Genk, 
Limburg, Belgium.  
 
Since its first edition 16 years ago, Manifesta has been concerned with the idea of 
breaking down barriers, crossing borders and building bridges. Incorporating 
exhibitions, performances, multi-media experiments and broadcasts, Manifesta 9 
highlights the very best of creative thought, research and experimentation, involving 
individual artists and artistic communities around the world. 

Mining Building and Mining Site of Waterschei, Genk, Belgium, exhibition venue for Manifesta 9; 
photographer: Kristof Vrancken, © Manifesta Foundation 
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MANIFESTA: AN INTRODUCTION  
 
Manifesta, the European Biennial of Contemporary art, purposely strives to keep its 
distance from what are often seen as the dominant centres of production, instead 
seeking fresh and fertile terrain for the mapping of a new cultural topography. This 
includes innovations in curatorial practices, exhibition models and education. Each 
Manifesta biennial aims to investigate and reflect on emerging developments 
in contemporary art, set within a European context. In doing so, we present local, 
national and international audiences with new aspects and forms of artistic 
expression. 

Each Manifesta comprises a range of activities extending over a period of two or 
more years. This incorporates publications, meetings, discussions and seminars (the 
so-called ‘Manifesta Coffee Breaks’), staged in diverse locations throughout Europe 
and in the neighbouring regions, culminating in the final three- or four-month long 
exhibition (or in the case of 2006, an ‘art school’) in the host city or region. In this 
way, Manifesta aims to create a keen and workable interface between prevailing 
international artistic and intellectual debates, paying attention to the specific qualities 
and idiosyncrasies of a given location. 

Inherent to Manifesta’s nomadic character is the desire to explore the psychological 
and geographical territory of Europe, referring both to borderlines and concepts. This 
process aims to establish closer dialogue between particular cultural and artistic 
situations and the broader, international fields of contemporary art, theory and 
politics in a changing society. Manifesta has a pan-European vocation and at each 
edition, it has successfully presented artists, curators, young professionals and 
trainees from as many as 40 different countries. With the expansion of the European 
community from 12 to 27 countries, and with the possible target of around 30 
nations in the foreseeable future, Manifesta also realizes the importance of creating 
links with Europe’s neighbours in Asia, the eastern Mediterranean and northern 
Africa. At the same time, it continues to focus on minority groups and cultures within 
Europe itself. Therefore Manifesta looks forward to expanding its network 
and building creative partnerships with organizations, curators, art professionals and 
independent figureheads in Europe and beyond, drafting an interlocking map of 
contemporary art. 

Manifesta is an independent entity, including a permanent structure based in 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands. All activities are developed by a permanent staff of 
international professionals working together every two years with a new local team. 
  
Since 2088 Manifesta has the title of Ambassador for Visual Arts of the European 
Commission. 
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MANIFESTA 9: THE CURATORIAL TEAM 
 
Head of the Curatorial Department is the Mexican curator Cuauhtémoc Medina. 

Cuauhtémoc Medina is critic, curator and art 
historian, holds a PHD in History and Theory of Art 
(PhD) from the University of Essex, UK and a degree in 
History from Universidad Autónoma de México. He is a 
research fellow at Instituto de Investigaciones Estéticas 
of the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México. 
Medina was the first Associate Curator of Latin 
American Art in the collections of Tate Modern and 
curated events and exhibitions like When Faith moves 
Mountains with Francis Alÿs (Lima, Peru, 2001), The 
Age of Discrepancies. Art and Visual Culture in Mexico 

1968-1997 (co-curated with O. Debroise, P. García & A. Vazquez, 2007-2008). In 
2009 he curated What else could we talk about?, the project by Teresa Margolles 
presented at the Mexican Pavilion at the Venice Biennale. In 2010 he organised 
Dominó Caníbal, for PAC Murcia, Spain. 

The other members of the curatorial team of Manifesta 9 are associate curators 
Katerina Gregos and Dawn Ades. 

Katerina Gregos (born in Athens, Greece; based in 
Brussels, Belgium) is an art historian, curator and 
writer. She is currently curator of Newtopia: The State 
of Human Rights, Mechelen, Belgium. In 2011 she 
curated the Danish Pavilion at the 54th Venice Biennale, 
with Speech Matters, an international group exhibition 
on freedom of speech. That year she was also  co-
curator of the 4th Fotofestival Mannheim Ludwigshafen 
in Germany. In 2006/2007 she was the artistic director 
of Argos – Centre for Art & Media in Brussels and prior 
to that she was the founding director of the Deste 

Foundation – Centre for Contemporary Art, Athens. As an independent curator 
Gregos has also curated numerous international exhibitions , she regularly publishes 
on art and artists in magazines, books and exhibition catalogs, and is a frequent 
speaker in international conferences, biennials and museums worldwide. She is also 
a visiting lecturer at HISK – The Higher Institute of Arts, Antwerp. 
 

Dawn Ades is a fellow of the British Academy, a 
former trustee of Tate and was awarded an OBE in 
2002 for her services to art history. She has been 
responsible for some of the most important exhibitions 
in London and overseas over the past thirty years, 
including Dada and Surrealism Reviewed (1978), Art in 
Latin America (1989) and Undercover Surrealism 
(2006). Dawn Ades has a remarkably wide knowledge 
of the social and poetic dynamics of modernism and 
the avant-garde both in Europe and the Americas. 
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MANIFESTA 9: CURATORIAL CONCEPT  
The Deep of the Modern 

 
Manifesta 9 stages a dialogue between different layers of art, heritage and history. 
We propose an experience of contemporary art immersed in a dialogue across 
generations, geographies, time frames and social projects, as one of the forces that 
produce the world. Therefore, we have avoided the convention of the biennial as a 
mega-exhibition of contemporary art to create a focused montage of three 
components that echo, resonate and interact within the Waterschei mine building: 
  
I. 
Poetics of Restructuring.  
Capitalism cannot exist without constantly revolutionising production, and thereby all 
social relations. Our ways of living, as well as our sensibility and subjectivity, are to a 
great extent the fleeting output (and the strata of residues) of the constant 
restructuring of the economic system. This section consists of aesthetic responses to 
the worldwide economic restructuring of the productive system in the early twenty-
first century, tracing developments in industrialism, post-industrialism, and shifting 
geographies and conditions of production in the era of global capitalism. 
By relating contemporary artworks with the encrypted meanings of the Waterschei 
historical building, this exhibition explores the way poetics relates to the shifting 
experience of labor, the geographical volatility of populations and industries, and the 
generalisation of material and intellectual processes that stir every quarter of the 
globe. Both empirically and enigmatically, artworks are witnesses to and sites of the 
poetic reworking of the uninterrupted disturbance of all social conditions, the 
everlasting uncertainty and the agitation characteristic of the different industrial 
epochs. 
 
II. 
The Age of Coal.  
An Underground History of the Modern 
Although coal was one of the key factors that determined the transformations of 
social life and the natural landscape during the Industrial Era, we rarely consider it as 
a source of cultural energy. Such neglect owes to an aesthetic resistance toward coal 
mining, in combination with the ideologies that would isolate art from history. The 
Age of Coal offers a selection of artworks from the late eighteenth to the early 
twenty-first century to form an essay in the material art history of modernity. In ten 
chapters, we excavate the many ways coal as a fuel, as an environmental agent, as 
a fossil and as an industry shaped and conditioned artistic production. 
 
III. 
17 Tons.  
This section of the exhibition is an exploration of the cultural production powered by 
the energy of memory that runs through the diverse heirs of coal mining in Limburg 
and beyond. 
By transforming the title of one of the most famous coal miners’ songs – 16 Tons, 
recorded in 1946 by Merle Travis – 17 Tons ciphers the need of going one ton 
beyond the standard ideas about heritage. 
The show traces unexpected journeys through objects and documents kept in 
museums, as family treasures or in police archives, as well as a diversity of creative 
disciplines and traditions involved in a continuous exchange between the past and 
the future. 
Although the exhibition is divided into different sections – all brought together in this 
single building in Waterschei – there are thematic, poetic, and methodological 
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affinities that interlace the works of all three of its sections. The selection and 
organization of the exhibition aim to create resonances between the different levels 
and elements of the show across different times, genres and positions within the 
building. We hope that the contemporary artworks will provide novel insights into the 
art historical objects and heritage practices represented, and vice versa. In that 
sense The Deep of the Modern places its trust in the power of the exhibition and in 
the audience's ability to make sense of the three exhibits by comparing and working 
through different elements of cultural production.  
 
Manifesta 9 proposes to redirect the course of Manifesta toward an advocacy of art 
production and historical knowledge as loci of aesthetic and social reflexivity and 
intergenerational responsibility. In that sense, the exhibition reflects the complex 
mediation of artworks, images, historical information and cultural institutions in the 
production of modern and post-industrial ways of thinking. The three sections 
attempt to explore the ways that art and culture are immanent to the social 
processes that both record and transform the outlook of specific social formations.  
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MANIFESTA 9: ARTISTS AND PARTICIPANTS 
Historical + Contemporary + Heritage  
(in alphabetical order) 

 
You can find additional information about the artists and the presented 
artworks in the Manifesta 9 newspaper (visitor guide).  
 
Alexandrov, Grigori 
b. 1903 Yekaterinburg, Russia; d. 1983, Moscow, USSR 
Almarcegui, Lara 
b. 1972, Zaragoza, Spain; lives and works in Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
Amalrik, Leonid, Dmitri Babichenko & Vladimir Polkovnikov 
Amalrik b. 1905, Moscow, Russia; d. 1997, Moscow, USSR 
Babichenko b. 1901, Zhitomir, Russia; d. 1991, USSR 
Polkovnikov b. 1906, Moscow, Russia; d. 1982, USSR 
Amorales, Carlos 
b. 1970, Mexico City, Mexico; lives and works in Mexico City 
Anthoine, Roger 
b. 1925, Charleroi, Belgium; lives and works in Belgium 
Apóstol, Alexander 
b. 1969, Barquisimeto, Venezuela; lives and works in Madrid, Spain and 
Caracas, Venezuela 
Ashington Group, The 
Active from 1934-1984, U.K. 
Becher, Bernd and Hilla 
Bernd b. 1931 Siegen, Germany; d. 2007, Rostock, Germany 
Hilla b. 1934 Potsdam, Germany; lives and works in Germany 
Beehive Design Collective 
Founded in 2000, Maine, U.S.A. 
Bevierre, Olivier 
b. 1869. Charleroi, Belgium; d. 1950, Uccle, Belgium 
Biscotti, Rossella 
b. 1978, Molfetta, Italy; lives and works in Amsterdam, the Netherlands 
Bissill, George 
b. 1896, Fairford, U.K.; d. 1973, U.K. 
Boltanski, Christian 
b. 1944, Paris, France; lives and works in Malakoff, France 
Boom, Irma & Johan Pijnappel 
Boom b. 1960, Lochem, Gelderland, the Netherlands; lives and works in 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands 
Pijnappel b. 1958, Gendt, The Netherlands; lives and works in The 
Netherlands 
Brandt, Bill 
b. 1904, Hamburg, Germany; d. 1983, London, U.K. 
Broodthaers, Marcel 
b. 1924, Brussels, Belgium; d. 1976, Brussels 
Buckle, Janet 
b. 1945, South Yorkshire, U.K.; lives and works in Doncaster, U.K. 
Burian, Zdeněk 
b. 1905, Kop�ivnice, Czechia; d. 1981, Prague, Czechoslovakia 
Burtynsky, Edward 
b. 1955, St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada; lives and works in Toronto, 
Canada 
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CINEMATEK [The Royal Belgian Film Archive] 
Brussels, Belgium 
Cain, Ben 
b. 1975, Leeds, U.K.; lives and works in London, U.K. and Zagreb, Croatia 
Campbell, Duncan 
b. 1972, Belfast, Republic of Ireland; lives and works in Glasgow, U.K. 
Cavalcanti, Alberto 
b. 1897, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; d.1982, Paris, France 
Claire Fontaine 
founded in 2004, Paris, France; work in Paris 
Claus, Emile 
b. 1849, Sint-Eloois-Vijve, Belgium; d. 1924, Astene, Belgium 
Cobb, Rev. Francis William 
b. c. 1875, U.K.; d. c. 1950, U.K. 
Cornish, Norman 
b. 1919, Spennymoor, U.K.; lives and works in Spennymoor 
Cvijanović, Nemanja 
b. 1972, Rijeka, Croatia; lives and works in Rijeka 
Daykin, Gilbert 
b. 1886, Bamsley, U.K.; d. 1939, Warsop Colliery, U.K. 
Deller, Jeremy 
b. 1966, London, U.K.; lives and works in London 
Demuth, Charles 
b. 1883, Lancaster, PA, U.S.A.; d. 1941, Lancaster 
Durán, Manuel 
b. 1930, Co ́rdoba, Spain; lives and works in Fleurus, Belgium 
Ecomusée Bois-du-Luc 
Bois-du-Luc, Belgium 
Ernst, Max 
b. 1891, Bru ̈hl, Germany; d. 1976, Paris, France 
Federal Police Archive 
Brussels, Belgium 
Furlan, Tomaž 
b. 1978, Ljubljana, Slovenia; lives and works in Ljubljana 
Geers, Kendell 
b. 1968, Johannesburg, South Africa; lives and works in Brussels, Belgium 
Goldin+Senneby 
Founded in 2004; Stockholm, Sweden 
Granata, Rocco 
b. 1938, Figline Vegliaturo, Italy; lives and works in Belgium 
Gronbach, Eva 
b. 1971, Cologne, Germany; lives and works in Cologne  
Grubic, Igor 
b. 1969, Zagreb, Croatia; lives and works in Zagreb 
Habex, Jan 
b. 1887, Genk, Belgium; d. 1954, Genk 
Hair, Thomas Harrison 
b. c. 1810, Newcastle upon Tyne, U.K.; d. 1875, Newcastle 
Hammons, David 
b. 1943, Springfield, U.S.A.; lives and works in New York, NY, U.S.A. 
Harrison, Tony 
b. 1937, Leeds, U.K.; lives and works in Newcastle Upon Tyne, U.K. 
van Harskamp, Nicoline 
b. 1975, Hazerswoude, the Netherlands; lives and works in Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands 
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Herman, Josef 
b. 1911, Warsaw, Poland; d. 2000, Suffolk, U.K. 
Heslop, Robert 
b. 1907, Spennymoor, U.K.; d. 1988, Ferry Hill, U.K. 
Hüner, Emre 
b. 1977, Istanbul, Turkey; lives and works in Berlin, Germany 
IRWIN 
Founded in 1983; Ljubljana, Slovenia 
Dušan Mandi� b. 1954 
Miran Mohar b. 1958 
Andrej Savski b. 1961 
Roman Uranjek b. 1961 
Borut Vogelnik b. 1959 
Ivens, Joris and Henri Storck 
Ivens b. 1898, Nijmegen, The Netherlands; d. 1989 Paris, France 
Storck b. 1907, Ostend, Belgium; d. 1999, Brussels, Belgium 
Izquierdo, Jota 
b. 1972, Castellón, Spain; lives and works in Mexico City, Mexico 
Jafri, Maryam 
Lives and works in New York City, U.S.A. and Copenhagen, Denmark  
Jitrik, Magdalena 
b. 1966, Buenos Aires, Argentina; lives and works in Buenos Aires 
Kaliski, Kevin 
b. 1996, France; lives and works in France 
Karikis, Mikhail and Uriel Orlow 
Karikis b. 1975, Thessaloniki, Greece; lives and works in London, U.K. 
Orlow b. 1973, Zu ̈rich, Swiss; lives and works in London 
Kessels, Willy 
b. 1898, Dendermonde, Belgium; d. 1974, Brussels, Belgium 
Kilbourn, Oliver 
b. 1904, U.K.; d. 1993, U.K. 
Konrad, Aglaia 
b. 1960, Salzburg, Austria; lives and works in Brussels, Belgium 
Kozakis, Nicolas and Raoul Vaneigem 
Kozakis b. 1967, Liege, Belgium; lives and works in Brussels, Belgium 
Vaneigem b. 1934, Lessen, Belgium; lives and works in Vloesberg, Belgium 
Kuai Shen 
b. 1978, Guayaquil, Ecuador; lives and works in Cologne, Germany 
van Lieshout, Erik 
b. 1968, Rotterdam, the Netherlands; lives and works in Rotterdam 
Long, Richard 
b. 1945, Bristol, U.K.; lives and works in Bristol 
Luce, Maximilien 
b. 1858, Paris, France; d. 1941, Paris 
Luque, Manuel 
b. 1854, Almeria, Spain; d. 1918, Paris France 
Maciá, Oswaldo 
b. 1960, Cartagena, Columbia; lives and works in London, U.K. 
Martin, John 
b. 1789, Haydon Bridge, U.K.; d. 1854, Isle of Man, U.K. 
Masereel, Frans 
b. 1889, Blankenberge, Belgium; d. 1971, Avignon, France 
Matthys, Michael 
b.1972, Charleroi, Belgium; lives and works in Charleroi (Thuillies)  
McCullin, Don 
b. 1935, London, U.K.; lives in Somerset, U.K. 
McGuinness, Tom 
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b. 1926, County Durham, U.K.; d. 2006, Bishop Auckland, U.K. 
McPhee, Don 
b. 1945, U.K.; d. 2007, Manchester, U.K. 
Meunier, Constantin 
b. 1831, Brussels, Belgium; d. 1905, Brussels 
vzw Mijn-Verleden [Mijndepot Waterschei] 
Genk, Belgium 
Monko, Marge 
b. 1976, Tallinn, Estonia; lives and works in Tallinn 
Moore, Henry 
b. 1898, Castleford, U.K.; d. 1986, Much Hadham, U.K. 
Museum van de Mijnwerkerswoning [Museum of the Miner's House] 
Eisden, Belgium 
Munby, Arthur 
b. 1828, York, U.K.; d. 1910, Pryford, U.K. 
Ni, Haifeng 
b. 1964, Zhoushan, China; lives in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, works in 
Amsterdam and Beijing, China 
Nederlands Mijnmuseum (Dutch Mine museum) 
Heerlen, The Netherlands 
Pabst, Georg Wilhelm 
b. 1885, Raudnitz, Austria-Hungary; d.1967, Vienna, Austria 
Pattison, Keith 
lives and works in Newcastle upon Thyne, U.K. 
Perlee Parker, Henry 
b. 1795, Devonport, U.K.; d. 1873, London, U.K. 
Paulus de Châtelet, Pierre 
b. 1881, Châtelet, Belgium; d. 1959, Brussels, Belgium 
Raqs Media Collective 
Founded in 1992; Delhi, India  
Jeebesh Bagchi b. 1965, New Delhi 
Monica Narula b. 1969, New Delhi 
Shuddhabrata Sengupta b. 1968, New Delhi 
Rittase, William 
b. 1894, Baltimore, U.S.A.; d. 1968, U.S.A. 
Rijksarchief (State archive) 
Hasselt, Belgium 
Robinson, William Heath 
b. 1872, London, U.K.; d. 1944, Pinner, U.K. 
Roumeliotis Family 
Genk, Belgium 
Schlingelhoff, Bea 
b. 1971, Waiblingen, Germany; lives and works in Zu ̈rich, Switzerland and 
New Yort City, USA 
Selander, Lina 
b. 1973, Stockholm, Sweden; lives and works in Stockholm 
Smithson, Robert 
b. 1938, Passaic, U.S.A.; d. 1973, near Amarillo, U.S.A. 
Soi, Praneet 
b. 1971, Calcutta, India; lives and works in Calcutta and Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands 
Stella, Joseph 
b. 1877, Muro Lucano, Italy; d. 1946, New York, U.S.A. 
Suske & Wiske [Standaard Uitgeverij] 
Antwerp, Belgium 
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Sutherland, Graham Vivien 
b. 1903, Streatham, U.K.; d. 1980, London, U.K. 
Thorpe, Denis 
b. 1932,U.K.; lives and works in U.K.  
Timmermans, Ante 
b. 1976, Ninove, Belgium; lives and works in Gent, Belgium and Zu ̈rich, 
Switzerland 
Tomaszewski, Yan 
b. 1984, Lille, France; lives and works in Paris, France 
Toorop, Jan 
b. 1858, Poerworedjo, Indonesia; d. 1928, The Hague, The Netherlands 
Torfs, Ana 
b. 1963, Mortsel, Belgium; lives and works in Brussels, Belgium 
Turkish Union 
Beringen, Belgium 
2012 Architects & Refunc!! 
The Hague-Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
Vanden Eynde, Maarten 
b. 1977, Leuven, Belgium; lives and works in Rotterdam, the Netherlands; 
Brussels, Belgium and Saint Michiel, France 
Vega Macotela, Antonio 
b. 1980, Mexico City, Mexico; lives and works in Mexico City and 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
Venet, Bernar 
b. 1941, Cha ̂teau-Arnoux-Saint-Auban, France; lives and works in Le Muy, 
France 
Vercheval, Georges 
b. 1934, Charleroi, Belgium; lives and works in Charleroi 
Vermeir, Katleen and Ronny Heiremans 
Vermeir b. 1973, Bornem, Belgium; lives and works in Brussels, Belgium 
Heiremans b. 1962, Heist-op-den-Berg, Belgium; lives and works in Brussels 
Visible Solutions LLC 
Established in 2010; Tallinn, Estonia 
Sigrid Viir b. 1979 
Taaniel Raudsepp b. 1978 
Karel Koplimets b. 1986 
Woods, Paolo 
b. 1970, Amsterdam, the Netherlands; lives and works in Haïti  
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MANIFESTA 9: ART MEDIATION AND EDUCATION 
PROGRAMME 

 
Manifesta 9 Art Mediation/Art Education 
 
Manifesta 9 explores the essential role art and culture play in our society. Education, in the 
broadest sense of the word, is not an additional programme for Manifesta; it touches the core 
of what Manifesta is. Before, during and after Manifesta 9 a platform is being developed for a 
diverse audience, which will offer many opportunities for engagement, to get informed and to 
participate to the dialogue between different layers of art, history and heritage.  
 
Some highlights;  
 
Rendez-vous  
Activities of the Manifesta 9 Art Mediation / Art Education Department started more than a year 
ago. A comprehensive Rendez-Vous series was set up as a chance for students, social groups 
and other interested parties to get up close and personal with some of the curators, artists and 
professionals involved in the development of Manifesta 9. The sessions had an informal 
conversational style and presented a much-appreciated opportunity to exchange ideas, ask for 
advice, pitch requests and get inspired. 
 
Art Mediation  
A team of 10 professional Art Mediators from Genk, Limburg and further a field will be your 
personal guide and companion during the exhibition. In the context of contemporary art the 
role of the mediator is that of facilitating the dialogue between art and audience. To put it in 
another way: at Manifesta education is not geared towards supplying ready-made chunks of 
cultural information but instead focuses on the inherent ability of people to ask questions, 
questions each other and questions to oneself.  
 
Community Projects  
Manifesta biennials are deeply embedded in their local context. The location of Manifesta 9 is 
an integral part of the project. The Manifesta 9 Mediation Team works closely with various 
community groups from the region of Limburg in order to gain insight into the particular social 
and cultural fabric of the former mining region and to embed Manifesta 9 in that vernacular. 
Manifesta 9 thus creates unique links between community, art and heritage. And by doing so 
hopes to inspire possible future initiatives.  
 
4X9 Tours  
No field of knowledge can stand on its own. Each weekend Manifesta invites a number of 

special guests who give guided tours based on their own expertise. Whether it be a sociologist 
or a musician, a cook or a football player, one of our curators or one of the neighbors of our 
venue. Each tour provides a new perspective on the exhibition.  
 
Soundwalk  
In order to contextualize the location an imaginative soundwalk has been developed in 
collaboration with the young photographers of Zwiep, a social-artistic workshop center in 
Waterschei. The soundwalk will have you venture out of the former coal mine into the 
Waterschei neighborhood, and will let you discover more about cultural and social identity of 
the region. 
 

Art Mediation and Education at work, photographer: An Leemans 
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And more 
The highlights list above is just a small insight into our full programme. Other projects and 
offers include open guided tours, an extensive schools programme, the Manifesta 9 Mine-Area 
tours (in collaboration with het Vervolg) and much more. For a full overview please see 
http://manifesta9.org/en/education-mediation and/or the Art Mediation / Art Education 
brochure available at the venue.  
 
Manifesta 9 sets out to position itself as a hospitable environment in which everyone feels 
comfortable enough to ask questions and engage in the discussion. Facilitating the exchange of 
knowledge between all interested parties about artistic practices, new curatorial methods and 
the notion of contemporary culture stands at the core of the Art Mediation/Art Education 
programme of Manifesta 9. With the aid of background information, whether supplied or 
already internalized, we want to stimulate dialogues and enable audiences to articulate their 
own well-founded opinion about contemporary art and its role in society. 
 
A brochure with all information on art mediation and education activities is available at the front 
desk.  
 
For more information:  
Yoeri Meessen  
Head of Art Mediation/Art Education Manifesta  
yoerimeessen@manifesta.org 
Tel: +32 (0)89 710 444 
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MANIFESTA 9: WHY GENK? 
The experience of the city 
 
Manifesta seeks to exist on Europe’s borders, avoiding Europe’s established cultural 
centres. Instead it concentrates on the periphery, the less exposed and less culturally 
explored areas. Limburg is a region in motion, unique and complex, a region that 
mirrors other areas of Europe. Limburg resembles a mini version of the European 
Union, situated where three countries meet- Belgium, The Netherlands and 
Germany- and having three official languages. The so-called Euregio Meuse-Rhine 
lies in one of Western Europe’s most densely populated areas. The cities of the 
Euregio are all situated along the borders of their countries, at a fair distance from 
their respective political, cultural and economic centres (Brussels, Amsterdam, 
Berlin), something which is seen as an opportunity for collaboration. 
 
As a European Biennial, Manifesta 9, more than ever before, goes back to the core of 
the idea of Europe. Limburg is the beating heart of what 60 years ago sparked the 
beginning of the Europe we know today. The ECSC (European Coal and Steel 
Community), what preceded the EU, came into being in 1951, with the signing of the 
Treaty of Paris by France, West Germany, Italy and the Benelux. The organisation’s 
primary objective was to ensure the continued supply of coal and steel, vital to the 
reconstruction of Europe after the Second World War. 
 
Today, Limburg is experiencing a reconversion and is shaking off its industrial past. 
The omnipresent mining industry has defined the development of the province in a 
major way and has left a huge mark on both society and landscape. The mining 
industry landed, as it were, as enormous machines on the flat, arid landscape. After 
the mine closures in the sixties and eighties, a new course had to be set. This 
transformation process is ongoing today. Not just the tangible heritage (buildings 
and archives) need a new place in the future of the region, the stories, experiences, 
memories and intangible heritage that live in the memories of many inhabitants also 
need to be guided and supported into their continued and redefined existence. 
 
Genk currently has a population of circa 64,000. It is a multicultural city, and one of 
Flanders’ most important industrial centres, with a focus on knowledge and 
innovation. The garden city estates of Zwartberg, Winterslag and Waterschei 
constitute a unique piece of heritage; a luxury version, in a sense, of the 19th 
century English garden city estate they were modeled after. The green garden city 
estates, with large unique houses and own gardens, were used as a means to attract 
miners and engineers from every corner of the world.  
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MANIFESTA 9: THE VENUE  
an outstanding monument of the industrialisation 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The main 

building of the mine site – known as the André Dumont mine – officially named 
André Dumont-sous-Asch, was completed in 1924. In 1987, the mine closed its doors 
and a careful study was undertaken of the complex. Based on its architectural value 
(and by comparison with other mines), four buildings were classified as heritage and 
registered as listed buildings. These four sites included the main building, with 
miners’ gangway, leading to one of the remaining shafts, the fan and the winding 
engine house. All other infrastructure was knocked down, erased, creating a huge 
open plain turning the slagheaps into prominent features in the landscape. 
 
Characteristic of the mining site – a design by Gaston Vautquenne – is the Art Deco 
architectural style used throughout, with the main building being the showpiece of 
the site, displaying a sizable tower (a cathedral of industry as it were). Miners, 
administrative staff as well as management all passed in review here. With a surface 
area of 24,000 square metres, spread over four floors, the complex accommodated 
offices, meeting rooms, wash areas, changing rooms, equipment depots etc. The 
building had a very functional layout, with a green hued left wing for the miners and 
a yellow right wing for the administrative staff. 

Mining Building André Dumont of Waterschei, Genk, Belgium, exhibition venue for Manifesta 9; 
photographer: Kristof Vrancken, © Manifesta Foundation 
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Very little remains of the original layout of the main building; only the colour layout 
has survived. Desks, furniture, showers, equipment etc. have all been removed from 
the building to facilitate a quicker and more efficient orientation. Different visions on 
possible future uses of the remaining (and listed) building complex and the main 
building have left behind a bare interior. Many of the walls have been taken down, 
leaving only the concrete skeleton. Here and there, there are still signs of the 
imposing Art Deco interior, but a lot of imagination is required to picture the original 
building in its fully functional state. 
 
One of the floors of the main building is occupied by the Mijndepot, a non-profit 
organisation of ex-miners who want to pass on the mining history of Limburg and 
paint a picture of the hard work in the pit in their own experiences through an 
exhibition. After Manifesta 9, the main building and other remaining buildings will be 
redeveloped as part of a master plan to create Thor Park, a business and science 
park with a focus on innovation and knowledge. 
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MANIFESTA 9: ARCHITECTURE VISITOR FACILITIES 
Recycling and upcycling 
 
For the exhibition lay out, the curatorial team explicitly chose not to commission an 
architect. The visitor facilities are designed by 2012Architecten and REFUNC.  
 
2012Architecten  
 
The work of 2012Architecten demonstrates that today, waste-streams and limited 
resources provide an opportunity for innovative design.  
The Re.design department at 2012Architecten builds art projects and architectural 
installations. These projects function as an ongoing workshop, where the functional 
and architectural potential of different materials can be investigated. Suitable 
materials are developed into products or used as architectural components, with 
ergonomic diagrams applied to help create furniture, interiors and projects for public 
spaces. This results in designs that are both aesthetically surprising and extremely 
functional.  
A design is not considered to be the beginning of a linear process but as a phase in 
the continuous cycle of creation and recreation, use and reuse. The ongoing interest 
in, and constant engagement with, sustainability in design and reuse of materials 
makes 2012Architecten the ideal partner for Manifesta 9.   
 
For Manifesta 9 2012Architecten has worked with the characteristics of the existing 
building, the history of the mining industry, the waste of the new industries and the 
needs of the facilities for visitors. After a first analysis of these layers, several 
separate structures were conceptualized and then merged into an on-site-design by 
the building team of architects, carpenters and Genk architecture students. Main 
features of the design concept were: Light and Darkness, Black Coal and White 
Trash, Lines and Islands and Comfort for Visitors.   
 
www.2012architecten.nl 
 
REFUNC 
 
REFUNC is an office for economical life-cycle extension and creates experimental 
structures and mobile micro architecture based on waste material streams. Garbage 
architects Jan Körbes Denis Oudendijk refunctionalize no longer appreciated objects 
into a new life on the edge of architecture, design and art. Workshops, 3D-sketching, 
and design-by-listening lead the way to often unpredictable results. 
 
REFUNC creates experimental structures and mobile micro architecture based on 
waste material streams.    
Origin for designs is found in the object itself, by listening to its own composition, 
history, or local and social context. 
 
www.refunc.nl 
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MANIFESTA 9: GRAPHIC IDENTITY 

A new typeface for Waterschei  
 

 
Amsterdam based visual communication studio Thonik is responsible for the visual 
identity of Manifesta 9.    
Each edition of Manifesta being specifically influenced by its location, both in terms 
of form and content, the location has also had a strong impact on how the design 
and visual styling change for each consecutive biennial. 

Accordingly, the overall look of Manifesta 9 is very different to previous editions, 
adopting a new design to reflect some of the issues proposed by the curatorial team 
under the guidance of Cuauhtémoc Medina.   Thonik has developed a design 
proposal for Manifesta 9 which extends beyond the concept of a logo. Their proposal 
constitutes the idea of creating a new typeface inspired by the industrial architecture 
of those former mining sites where Manifesta 9 events will take place, and inspired 
by the cultural heritage of the host region. According to Thonik such a typeface 
should stylistically suit these post-industrial sites, but should also be able to go 
beyond the immediate historical associations. The design incorporates both 
monumental and unfinished elements - it is as bold as it is suggestive. 

Thonik specializes in visual communication with an emphasis on graphic design, 
interaction design and moving image. It combines an integrated strategic approach 
with high quality design and an adventurous exploration of a broad array of media.  
Thonik had solo exhibitions at the Shanghai Art Museum, The Venice Architecture 
Biennial, Spiral Art Center Tokyo, Galerie Anatome and Institut Néerlandais Paris and 
the Moti Breda. 

www.thonik.nl 
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MANIFESTA 9: CATALOG 
a digital publication 

 
The main Manifesta 9 publication is a digital publication. This web version is both 
available as desktop version and in a version optimized for mobile, and as such able 
to double as a digital guide.  
The overall Manifesta 9 publication called 'catalog' can be conceived as a digitalized 
collection of all the artistic, historical, philosophical and sociological content produced 
by Manifesta 9. The digital Manifesta 9 catalog contains the encyclopaedia, which is 
the heart piece of the printed book, but also introductions to the different sections of 
the show, interactive parts, interviews with artists and curators, photos of 
Waterschei and of the art installations, education components, venue information 
and floorplans.  
 
 
http://catalog.manifesta9.org
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MANIFESTA 9: VISITOR INFORMATION  
www.manifesta9.org  

 
Manifesta 9 exhibition venue  
Former coalmine of Waterschei-Genk 
André Dumontlaan, 3600 Genk, Belgium 
 
Opening Hours exhibition  
Monday: closed 
Tuesday to Sunday: 10:00 - 19:00 
Friday: 10:00 - 22:00  
 
Tickets  
entrance tickets     full   reduced* 
 
One-day ticket     € 10  € 6 
Two-day ticket     € 15  € 10 
Evening ticket (every Fri from 19:00 - 22:00)  € 6  € 6 
M9-friends summer ticket*    € 30  € 30 
 
group prices     pre-booked only   
School Classes  (entrance & guided tour)  
One-day ticket     € 2,50 pp -  
Two-day ticket     € 5 pp  - 
Groups (min 10. pers. entrance & guided tour)  
One-day ticket     € 8 pp  -  
Two-day ticket     € 12 pp  - 
 
*reduction 
Free entrance:  *reduction: 
Children (-12)  Youth (12-26) 
ICOM card  Disabled persons** 
CIMAM card  Teachers 
   Seniors (+65) 
   Visual Arts Flanders Pass 
 
*Upon presentation of valid ID or card. 
**No ID or card required. 
 
+32 (0)89 710 440 
m9@manifesta.org 
 
 
TRAVEL INFORMATION  
 
Nearby airports, ordered by distance: Maastricht Aachen Airport (NL), Liege 
Airport (BE), Eindhoven Airport (NL), Brussels Airport (BE), Brussels South Charleroi 
Airport (BE), Cologne Bonn Airport (DE), Rotterdam Airport (NL), Schiphol Airport 
(NL) 
 
Nearby train station: Genk (BE) 
Bus services to the exhibition venue in Waterschei, Genk (BE) depart every 30 
minutes on bus platform 1, in front of the train station of Genk. 
Check the train schedules from any Belgian railway station and major Dutch and 
German railway stations to Genk on www.b-rail.be. 



 

 22 

	  
Foundation	  
Manifesta	  9	  Limburg	  
	  
Manifesta	  9	  -‐	  Office	  
Dennenstraat	  5	  
3600	  Genk,	  Limburg	  
Belgium	  
	  
+32	  (0)89	  710	  440	  
m9@manifesta.org	  
www.manifesta9.org	  	  

2	  June	  -‐	  30	  September	  2012	  -‐	  Genk,	  Limburg,	  Belgium	  
The	  European	  Biennial	  of	  Contemporary	  Art	  -‐	  De	  Europese	  Biënnale	  voor	  Hedendaagse	  Kunst	  
La	  Biennale	  Européenne	  d'Art	  Contemporain	  -‐	  Die	  Europäische	  Biennale	  für	  Zeitgenössische	  Kunst	  

 

MANIFESTA 9 PARALLEL EVENTS PROGRAMME 
98 events present the cultural richness of the EU-region 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Parallel Events Programme runs alongside each Manifesta biennial. It is both a 
cultural project and a communications platform offering the regional, national and 
international audiences a broader view of all aspects of the local cultural and 
heritage scene.  
 
The programme furthermore incites individual contemporary artists and 
interdisciplinary cultural producers to collaborate, across regional, linguistic and 
artistic borders. Ultimately Manifesta 9 and the Manifesta 9 Parallel Events 
strengthen each other, both through their content and through their promotional 
efforts. The Manifesta 9 Parallel Events are promoted among the local, national and 
international visitors of Manifesta 9. In order to optimize this effect, the Parallel 
Events and of the Manifesta 9 exhibition open simultaneously, on June 2nd 2012. 
And together, the Manifesta 9 Parallel Events and the Manifesta 9 exhibition itself 
strengthen the region's image in the short and in the long term. The common 
communication efforts in press, print and signage emphasize this effect.  
 
The Manifesta 9 Parallel Events Programme will spread out over three 
countries, three linguistic areas and four regions. It promotes the region 
and initiates sustainable interdisciplinary structures that are essential in 
our society. 
 
A key feature of the Manifesta 9 Parallel Events Programme is that it links local to 
international projects in a variety of art spaces and other unconventional venues, 
such as former coal mining sites that have contemporary art exhibitions on show.  
This gives the visitor of Manifesta 9 the opportunity to discover the regional and 
global culture in combination with the local mining heritage.  
 
For the first time in 15 years Manifesta is present in a region with an impressive 
richness and density of cultural infrastructures and initiatives. Thanks to the short 
distance in between all participating initiatives and venues, the Manifesta 9 Parallel 
Events Programme will easily link regions, countries and languages to one another.  
 
www.paralleleventsm9.eu



 

 23 

	  
Foundation	  
Manifesta	  9	  Limburg	  
	  
Manifesta	  9	  -‐	  Office	  
Dennenstraat	  5	  
3600	  Genk,	  Limburg	  
Belgium	  
	  
+32	  (0)89	  710	  440	  
m9@manifesta.org	  
www.manifesta9.org	  	  

2	  June	  -‐	  30	  September	  2012	  -‐	  Genk,	  Limburg,	  Belgium	  
The	  European	  Biennial	  of	  Contemporary	  Art	  -‐	  De	  Europese	  Biënnale	  voor	  Hedendaagse	  Kunst	  
La	  Biennale	  Européenne	  d'Art	  Contemporain	  -‐	  Die	  Europäische	  Biennale	  für	  Zeitgenössische	  Kunst	  

MANIFESTA 9: THE INITIATORS AND PARTNERS 

 
Manifesta 9 is an joint initiative of the Manifesta Foundation, based in Amsterdam 
since 1997, and the Region of Limburg. The team of Manifesta 9 is composed of 
international experts from former Manifesta biennials working with their colleagues 
from Genk and the Region of Limburg, under the guidance of Hedwig Fijen, founding 
director of Manifesta, and general co-ordinator Ann Vanderheyden.  
Manifesta 9 is generously supported by the City of Genk and a vast number of local, 
regional, national and international partners and stake-holders. In 2008, Manifesta 
was appointed Ambassador of Visual Arts of the European Commission, which was 
renewed in 2011. 

 
Statement by Gilbert Van Baelen, Deputy of Culture, Province of Limburg  
 
Limburg, more specifically Genk, has the honour of being home to Manifesta 9 in 
2012. Manifesta is the only travelling European biennial of contemporary art. 
Together with the Venice Biennale and dOCUMENTA in Kassel it is one of the leading 
art exhibitions in Europe. 
 
Manifesta brings the international art world to Limburg and in turn highlights the 
cultural potential of the region. It is important that young and promising talent can 
develop in Limburg. Today’s international focus on Limburg will stimulate new 
contacts between artists and creative corporations. Moreover, the event allows 
young local artists to measure themselves against international standards, helping to 
elevate our region to a higher level. 
 
To my delight, the former mine building in Waterschei has been chosen as the main 
location for Manifesta 9. Visitors will be struck by the force, the architectural dignity 
and the strong historical aspects of this old mining complex. Our local partner, the 
city of Genk, a cosmopolitan urban centre in full development, has invested 
substantially in culture over the past few years. An art project of the size and allure 
of Manifesta not only expands the field of visual arts in Limburg, it also serves as an 
engine for dynamism and stimulates the local economy, tourism and other socio-
cultural events throughout the region. 
 
Limburg is a region in transformation. Our province has departed from its industrial 
past and is turning into a modern and sustainable service economy, focused on 
developing new technology, design, tourism, and culture. It is our ambition to 
become a leading region in Europe in different new market segments, such as life 
sciences and clean tech. 
 
I am convinced that Manifesta has something to offer for everyone. As Deputy of 
Culture I am very pleased to be part of this magnificent initiative. 
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Statemenet by Wim Dries, Mayor of the City of Genk, and Anniek Nagels, 
Cultural Alderman of Genk 
The diversity resulting from the mining past colours our city. The cultural symbols 
which have been brought to Genk from all corners of Europe still define our typical 
street scenes; prayer houses, cosy little restaurants and colourful shops. But above 
all, we have the monumental mining architecture. 
Genk allows you to experience creativity from different perspectives; it stimulates 
people with new and surprising events and inspires new insights. We are thus 
extremely proud that the monumental main building of the former mining site at 
Waterschei and the current Thor Park will serve as the setting for Manifesta 9: an old 
and historic site is now opening itself up to contemporary art. 
 
It is quite unique that this Manifesta will not only pay attention to contemporary art 
but will also look at the cultural heritage of Genk and its significant transformation 
from present to future. Our mining region still preserves many ‘witnesses’ of our 
special past. Local history clubs, heritage actors and volunteers dedicate a lot of their 
time and love to it. We are happy that Manifesta 9 wants to make original and 
surprising use of these carefully archived records, because the stories of objects also 
tell us the stories of people. 
This is exactly how Manifesta 9 succeeds in involving the community of Genk. 
Therefore we are going for clear communication, directly aimed at a broad audience, 
and attention to educational programmes. 
Genk’s civil associations and amateur artists have been stimulated to come out in the 
past couple of months – in the wake of Manifesta. Genk and the whole of Limburg 
are presenting an endless range of art projects, exhibitions and workshops in the 
period ahead. 
We are convinced that Manifesta 9 will put the city and the entire Euroregion on the 
map as an attractive and dynamic pole of development for visitors, artists and 
entrepreneurs alike. 
 
We are looking forward to meeting you and to experiencing culture and creativity 
together with you in this impressive piece of industrial heritage. 
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MANIFESTA 9: AMBASSADORS PROGRAMME  
 
The Manifesta 9 Ambassadors are a group of European private and corporate art 
collectors and art enthusiasts who are committed to supporting Manifesta 9. 
In previous editions Manifesta gathered the support of collectors and benevolent 
sponsors who were eager to express their passion for contemporary art. The 
Manifesta 9 Ambassadors programme aims to further develop our longstanding and 
dedicated group of supporters. 

The programme includes local, regional and international collectors and offers 
Ambassadors a unique insight into the production of our eminent large-scale 
European art biennial and opportunities to attend special pre-opening events with 
influential artists and curators from Manifesta’s international network as well as other 
benefits. Our programme includes art professionals and art enthusiasts from diverse 
backgrounds including fine arts, heritage and architecture.   

Through the Manifesta 9 Ambassadors Programme, Manifesta hopes to set a 
valuable example of private arts funding and develop an inspired, engaged and 
sustainable network of European art philanthropists.  

For more information please check the website: www.manifesta.org 
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MANIFESTA 9: ADDITIONAL PRESS INFORMATION 

Publications 

Visitor Guide  
A visitor guide, the Manifesta 9 Newspaper, is available at the front desk. 

Catalog(s) 
An extended digital version of the Manifesta 9 catalog is available online at 
http://catalog.manifesta9.org.  
 
If you wish to purchase a hard copy of the catalog, you can buy it in the Manifesta 9 
Bookshop, and also at Malpertus, on Winterslaagstraat 38 in Genk. For delivery to 
Belgium and the Netherlands, please visit the online shop of Exhibitions 
International, and for customers abroad, please contact Barbara Belloli from the 
publisher Silvana Editoriale. 

Press images  

Press images can be downloaded on www.manifesta9.org/en/pressdownloads 
Please use the correct credits with each of any published image of Manifesta 9. The 
credit page can also be found in the press download section of the website.  

Please keep in mind that it is not allowed to take pictures or to make video 
recordings in the historical section The Age of Coal in Manifesta 9.  
It is furthermore not allowed, in relation to Manifesta 9, to publish any images of 
works by following artists: Bernd und Hilla Becher, Christian Boltanski, Bill Brandt, 
Josef Breitenbach, Marcel Broodthaers, Marcel Duchamp, Max Ernst, David 
Hammons, Josef Herman, Gustav Klutsis, Richard Long, Jafri Maryam, Don McPhee, 
Constantin Meunier, Henry Moore, Heath Robinson, Sergius Ruegenberg, Robert 
Smithson, Denis Thorpe, Bart van der Leck, Bernar Venet 

Press clippings 

We kindly ask you to send a (digital) copy of your publication, article, review, report 
... on Manifesta 9 to  
Manifesta 9 
Dennenstraat 5 
3600 Genk 
Belgium  

or by e-mail to 
pressm9@manifesta.org 

Press contacts 

pressm9@manifesta.org  

 
 
 


